JAY POWER

By Augustus Welby

Anyone who’s ever been in a band knows the infuriating tedium that sets in when
searching for the perfect name. Solo artists, on the other hand, basically dodge this
hurdle. Though, one’s birth name won’t necessarily complement the music being. Yeah,
the likes of Otis Redding and Neil Young lucked out, but can you imagine looking twice
at a record by Declan McManus (Elvis Costello) or Reginald Dwight (Elton John)?
Until recently, Adelaide’s Jay Power conducted her
musical exploits under her legal name, Jayne-Anne
Power. Using this moniker, she released three LPs of
hip-shaking soul music. However, prior to Power’s
brand new release, The Missing, she decided an
adjustment was needed.
“I have changed as a person over the years and I felt
like I wanted something simpler, more direct and a bit
more androgynous,” Power says. “Jayne-Anne is rather
feminine and I’m not a girly girl at all. I’m certainly not
butch, but I’m not a flowery sort of person. The other
side of it was practical – to make it easier for people to
find me in the digital world.”
Early last year, those who’d been following Power’s
movements for the past decade were left wondering
where on earth she’d gone. Power admits there was
a time when the project’s subsistence was in doubt.
“I was really in the wilderness music-wise,” she says.
“I parted ways with a couple of my band members I’d
worked with for a long time, so I was feeling a little

lost. I didn’t know what I wanted to do, I didn’t know
who I wanted to work with and I actually gave it all up
for about six months.”
However, things turned around when Power was
introduced to musicians and production duo Paul and
John Bartlett. “They used to play for a soul band named
Lowrider, who made some really beautiful recordings
that I really liked,” she says. “We had a lot of musical
taste in common. Also, a lot of the gaps that I felt I had,
in terms of what I thought I could produce, they could
fill. So it just sort of worked out and we went for it.
They liked the songs, they liked the rhythms and they
went to town on it.”
This led to a no-holds-barred recording stint in mid2014, followed by a snazzy mixing and mastering job,
which was enabled by a successful Pozible campaign.
The Missing is now upon us – a sleek, sexy introduction
to the artist known as Jay Power. Emboldened by her
tweaked identity, Power eradicated all external worries
during the writing and recording process and purely

looked at satisfying own desires.
“If you’re not thinking about the outcomes and you’re
thinking about what you’re making, you go back into
your own soul and listen to yourself,” she says. “It
took me back to being an artist, rather than being a
business person. I had fallen into the trap over the years
of doing things I thought audiences wanted to hear,
writing songs I thought would help get me gigs – all
of that. For this album, I just thought, ‘What do you
really want to do?’ and it reminded me that I have the
freedom to make any art I want to make, any way I

want to make it.
“It’s about knowing yourself and taking the risk to give
what you’ve got to give, regardless of how it’s received,”
she adds. “That’s the most powerful stuff. It makes you
feel vulnerable, but that’s what you have to do to be an
artist, in my view.”

recruited from his home town. “I’ve got a string quartet
and a rhythm section,” Burton reveals. “Piano, drums,
electric bass and two vocals. It’s a big band, there’s
going to be ten of us travelling around.
“I’m a lucky guy to have such a cool band with me.”
Burton will also be playing the double-bass on a
number of tunes.
The Aussie tour is really kicking into high gear, and has
plenty on his plate for the rest of 2015, both as a solo
artist and his myriad other musical endeavours.
“I’m flying to London for an orchestra gig,” he says.

“I’m doing a couple of concerts and recording. Then
back to the States for my ‘day job’, which is managing
an orchestra and playing in the orchestra around New
York and touring in the States.
“We’re going to Europe in June and then I have a solo
tour of the West Coast, California, in the [Northern]
summer.” Busy man.

reinterpret iconic music of the ‘60s and ‘70s. “It came
out of a night I used to run at a bar in Sydney,” he
explains. “Every Tuesday, I ran it for original artists
in an acoustic format because there were volume
restrictions; I was writing a lot myself at the time and
I set up a room for songwriters to be able to do that.
“I wanted to do a night where I could put together
a whole lot of different artists, so I did a Beatles
night... That was a super successful night. And then I
morphed that into a Zeppelin night because I really
love Zeppelin.”
Calderazzo didn’t properly discover Led Zeppelin until
his late 20s, but the uncompromising power of their
music and the folk, Celtic, blues, rock and Eastern
influences that traversed their records left an indelible
imprint on his psyche. “I like how they’ve mixed all
those influences up together and there’s so much light
and shade dynamic in their music, and it still all ties up
together beautifully,” he says.
Calderazzo believes young musicians have much to

learn from Led Zeppelin. “Most of the stuff that they’re
listening to, it’s pretty much all come from the late ‘60s
and ‘70s and a lot of it’s come from Led Zeppelin,”
he says. “They set out the blueprint for good rock. It’s
timeless music.”
The Whole Lotta Love concerts are astonishing in
their detail, reverence and passion for capturing Led
Zeppelin in their live element. “The Celtic, folk,
acoustic, rock, and the blues elements – I try to make
sure that each of those elements are represented in
the concert,” he affirms. “The show’s geared so that it
builds and builds, and it keeps getting better and better
as the evening progresses. Each part of the show is
representing a different facet or element of what they
did with their music.”

JAY POWER is supporting Z-STAR at Thornbury
Theatre on Saturday March 21. The Missing is out
now.

YANNI BURTON

By Rod Whitf ield

Yanni Burton is a young Australian singer/songwriter who moved to the States from
Adelaide about ten years ago – ostensibly to study music, but has started to write and
record his own songs in earnest. Speaking from Adelaide, he’s now returned to tour
his homeland under his own name for the very first time, and gave us some of his time
leading up to his first hometown show. Although he admits to just a touch of nerves
(his apprehension is surprising – Burton has shared the stage with some major players,
including John Legend and Rufus Wainwright), he feels the presence of loved ones will
help him through it.
“It’s exciting because I’ve got all my friends and family
and local supporters,” he enthuses. “I’ve got everyone
coming, from high school buddies, to primary school
buddies, everyone’s going to be there.
“It’s more exciting than nervous,” he continues. “All
walks of life are going to be there, I’ve got Mum’s high
school friends, I’ve got my best friend’s hairdresser
coming, everyone’s going to be there, it’s going to be
a hoot.”
The tour is a combination of bigger shows, like his
hometown gig which is part of Adelaide Fringe,
outdoor shows, benefit concerts for charity, and the
final date of the tour will be in Melbourne, at the small,
intimate Northcote Social Club.
“We go to Melbourne for the final ‘blowout’ show,”
he announces. “It’s at Northcote Social Club, that’s
the big one.

You may expect a pretty familiar indie pop, singer/
songwriter-type of show from an artist such as Burton,
however he tells us he’s something quite different in
store for his fans. While there are traditional elements,
it will still be something the punters may not expect.
“I was talking to my bandmates yesterday about how
best to describe it,” he recalls. “It’s the acoustic pop
thing, but I think the better way to describe it is, it’s
a singer/songwriter vibe, mixed with cabaret. So I’ve
made a story out of the show.
“I’ve been inspired by a couple of previous relationships,
and I’ve made it into this arc, going through all the
experiences of love that we encounter,” he describes.
“It’s hitting home that love is love, and we all have to
do the same old shit time after time.”
He has an interesting band with him as well, part of
which he brought over from the States and partly

YANNI BURTON is hitting up Northcote Social
Club on Sunday March 22. SameOldLove is out now.

WHOLE LOTTA
LOVE

By Christine Lan

“It’s important to have as much female energy as possible for these shows,” says Joseph
Calderazzo, creative director and guitarist of the Whole Lotta Love concerts. “Rock
shouldn’t be a male-dominated thing. I know it used to be, and it probably still is in some
circles, but it’s never been with me... I like to have that female energy so that there’s a good
balance... That’s my blueprint – that we always have two female singers on the show.”
The commanding live presence of Led Zeppelin, one
of rock music’s most influential bands, is powerfully
captured in the Whole Lotta Love concerts, and the
group’s greatest and most treasured songs – including
Kashmir, The Rain Song, Ramble On, Immigrant Song,
Stairway to Heaven and Moby Dick – are performed
fervently by some of our country’s finest rock singers
and musicians. “We’re not looking for mimics on this
show – it’s not like a dress-up, mimic, tribute show,”
says Calderazzo. “Although we’re very reverent to the
music, we still take liberties with it, so we need people
that are able to comfortably put their own stamp on it.”
This year’s dynamic vocalist lineup features Jack Jones
– lead singer/guitarist of ‘90s band Southern Sons;
Jimmy Cupples – singer on The Voice, who’s supported
Deep Purple and worked in the music industry for over

15 years; Amy Findlay – lead singer and drummer of
Stonefield; Frank Lakoudis – rock singer contestant
on The Voice; and Shay Liza – lead singer of Sharaya.
The superb band includes guitarists Calderazzo and
Pete Robinson, drummer Davey Porter, bassist Jerome
Smith, pianist Benjamin Calderazzo, percussionist
Talia Browne, violist Katie Yap, violinist Adrian
Keating, and cellist Danielle Bentley.
“I’ve booked a whole Melbourne band this year, which
I haven’t done before,” Calderazzo enthuses. “I usually
bring the Sydney team down, but I thought if we’re
going to keep doing these shows in Melbourne, I’d like
to actually build a team.”
In 2003, Calderazzo and Martin Contempree
established CCEntertainment, with the aim of
producing exceptional concerts that celebrate and
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WHOLE LOTTA LOVE takes place at GPAC
in Geelong on Friday March 20 and at The Palais
Theatre on Saturday March 21.
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